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Detective Comics (later retitled as Batman Detective Comics) is an American comic book series published by
Detective Comics, later shortened to DC Comics. The first volume, published from 1937 to 2011 (and later
continued in 2016), is best known for introducing the superhero Batman in Detective Comics #27 (cover-
dated May 1939).

A second series of the same title was launched in September 2011, but in 2016, reverted to the original
volume numbering. The seriesis the source of its publishing company's name, and—along with Action
Comics, the series that launched with the debut of Superman—one of the medium's signature series. Between
1937 and 2011, there were 881 issues of the series. It is the longest-running comic book series in the United
States.
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Detective Comics #27 is an American comic book of the Detective Comics anthology series known for
debuting the superhero Batman in afeatured story called "The Case of the Chemical Syndicate" during the
Golden Age of Comic Books. It is considered one of the most important and valuable first appearance debuts
from DC Comics alongside Action Comics #1, released the previous year. In addition to the debut of
Batman, Detective Comics #27 included several other stories featuring established and original characters.
These features represented the range of genres covered by the anthology series at the time, including crime,
espionage, western, and mystery fiction.
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DC Comics (originally DC Comics, Inc., and aso known simply as DC) is an American comic book
publisher owned by DC Entertainment, a subsidiary of Warner Bros. Discovery. DC isan initialism for
Detective Comics, acomic book seriesfirst published in 1937. DC Comicsis one of the largest and oldest
American comic book companies, the first comic under the DC banner being published in 1937.

The magjority of its published stories are set in the fictional DC Universe and feature numerous culturally
iconic heroic characters, such as Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, and the Flash; as well as famous
fictional teams, including the Justice L eague, the Teen Titans, the Suicide Squad, and the Legion of
Superheroes. The universe contains an assortment of well-known supervillains, such as Lex Luthor, the
Joker, Darkseid, and the antihero Catwoman. The company has published non-DC Universe-related material,
including Watchmen, V for Vendetta, Fables, and many other titles, under the alternative imprint Vertigo and
DC Black Label.

Originally at 432 Fourth Avenue in Manhattan, New Y ork City, the company offices have been located at
480 and later 575 Lexington Avenue, 909 Third Avenue, 75 Rockefeller Plaza, 666 Fifth Avenue, and 1325
Avenue of the Americas. DC Comics was located at 1700 Broadway in Midtown Manhattan until April 2015,



when DC Entertainment transferred its headquarters to Burbank, California.

In 2017, approximately 70% of the American comic book market was shared by DC Comics and its long-
time major competitor Marvel Comics, though this figure may be distorted by the fact that sales of graphic
novels are excluded. When all book sales are included, DC is the second largest publisher of comic books,
after Viz Media, and Marvel isthird.
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The Batman family enemies are a collection of supervillains appearing in American comic books published
by DC Comics. These characters are depicted as adversaries of the superhero Batman and his allies.

Since Batman first appeared in Detective Comics #27 (May 1939), his supporting cast has expanded to
include other superheroes, and has become what is now called the "Bat-family". As with most superheroes, a
cast of recurring enemies to the Batman family have been introduced throughout the years, collectively
referred to as Batman's "rogues gallery”. Many characters from Batman's rogues gallery who are criminally
insane become patients at Arkham Asylum after they are apprehended.
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National Comics Publications (NCP; later known as National Periodical Publications Inc. or smply National)
was an American comic book publishing company. It was the direct predecessor of modern-day DC Comics.
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Batman is a superhero who appears in American comic books published by DC Comics. Batman was created
by artist Bob Kane and writer Bill Finger, and debuted in the 27th issue of the comic book Detective Comics
on March 30, 1939. In the DC Universe, Batman is the alias of Bruce Wayne, awealthy American playboy,
philanthropist, and industrialist who residesin the fictional Gotham City. His origin story features him
swearing vengeance against criminals after withessing the murder of his parents, Thomas and Martha, as a
child, avendetta tempered by the ideal of justice. He trains himself physically and intellectually, crafts a bat-
inspired persona, and monitors the Gotham streets at night. Kane, Finger, and other creators accompanied
Batman with supporting characters, including his sidekicks Robin and Batgirl; alies Alfred Pennyworth and
James Gordon; love interest and occasional adversary Catwoman; as well as foes such as the Penguin, the
Riddler, Two-Face, and his archenemy, the Joker, among others.

Kane conceived Batman in early 1939 to capitalize on the popularity of Superman; although Kane frequently
claimed sole creation credit, Finger substantially devel oped the concept from a generic superhero into
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something more bat-like. They drew inspiration from pulp fiction characters like the Shadow, Sherlock
Holmes, and the Green Hornet. Batman received a spin-off publication, Batman, in 1940. Kane and Finger
introduced Batman as a ruthless vigilante who frequently killed or maimed criminals, but he evolved into a
just, tempered superhero with a stringent moral code that prohibits killing during the 1940s. Unlike most
superheroes, Batman does not possess any superpowers, instead relying on hisintellect, fighting skills, and
wealth. The 1960s Batman television series used a camp aesthetic, which continued to be associated with
Batman for years after it ended. Various creators worked to return Batman to his darker roots in the 1970s
and 1980s, culminating with the 1986 miniseries The Dark Knight Returns by Frank Miller.

DC has featured Batman in many comic books, including comics published under its imprints such as
Vertigo and Black Label; he has been considered DC's flagship charactersince the 1990s. The longest-
running Batman comic, Detective Comics, is the longest-running comic book in the United States. Batman is
frequently depicted alongside other DC superheroes, such as Superman and Wonder Woman, as a member of
organizations such as the Justice League and the Outsiders. In addition to Bruce Wayne, other characters
used the Batman persona, such as Jean-Paul Valley / Azrael in the 1993-1994 "Knightfall" story arc; Dick
Grayson, the first Robin, from 2009 to 2011; and Jace Fox, the son of Wayne'saly Lucius, since 2021. DC
has also published comics featuring alternate versions of Batman, including the incarnation seen in The Dark
Knight Returns and its successors, the incarnation from the Flashpoint (2011) event, and numerous
interpretations in comics published under the Elseworlds label.

Batman is one of the most iconic charactersin popular culture and has been listed among the greatest comic
book superheroes and characters ever created. He is one of the most commercially successful superheroes,
and his likeness has been licensed and featured in various media and merchandise sold around the world; this
includes toy lines such as Lego Batman and video games such as the Batman: Arkham series. Batman has
been adapted in many live-action and animated television series and films. Adam West portrayed him in the
1960s Batman television series, and he has been portrayed in film by Michael Keaton, Val Kilmer, George
Clooney, Christian Bale, Ben Affleck, and Robert Pattinson. Many actors, most prolifically Kevin Conroy,
have provided Batman's voice in animation and video games. In September 2024, Batman was given a star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, being the first superhero to receive the honor.
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Detective Chimp (Bobo T. Chimpanzee) is a superhero appearing in American comic books published by DC
Comics. A common chimpanzee who wears a deerstalker cap (alafictional sleuth Sherlock Holmes),
Detective Chimp has superhuman-level intelligence and solves crimes, often with the help of the Bureau of
Amplified Animals, agroup of intelligent animals that also includes Rex the Wonder Dog. He originally
appeared in the final years of the Golden Age of Comic Books, continuing into the early years of the Silver
Age.

After hisinitial appearance in Adventures of Rex the Wonder Dog he continued to appear in that title asa
backup feature until 1959, at which point he faded into obscurity. Severa decades after his last appearance,
Detective Chimp appeared in several cameos, namely in a 1981 story, "Whatever Happened to Rex the
Wonder Dog?' (DC Comics Presents #35) and later in a brief cameo with Sam Simeon in Gorilla City during
1985's Crisis on Infinite Earths. Following these appearances, Bobo started appearing in DC titles with some
regularity, appearing in issues of Green Lantern, The Flash, and other titles. This eventually led to prominent



rolesin the 2005 Day of Vengeance miniseries and subsequently as aregular in its spin-off series
Shadowpact. The character has gone on to guest-star in other DC Comicstitles, and has been a key member
of the second incarnation of the Justice League Dark since its 2018 reboot.

Detective Chimp has made limited appearances in media outside comics, with Kevin Michael Richardson
and Fred Tatasciore voicing him in Batman: The Brave and the Bold and Teen Titans Go! respectively.
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The Penguin (Oswald Chesterfield Cobblepot) isafictional character appearing in American comic books
published by DC Comics, commonly as an adversary of the superhero Batman. The character made hisfirst
appearance in Detective Comics #58 (December 1941) and was created by Bob Kane and Bill Finger. The
Penguin is one of Batman's most enduring enemies and belongs to the collective of adversaries that make up
Batman's rogues gallery. The Penguin has repeatedly been named one of the best Batman villains and one of
the greatest villainsin comics. The Penguin was ranked #51 in IGN's list of the Top 100 Comic Book
Villains of All Time.

The Penguin is a Gotham City mobster who fancies himself the number one "Gentleman of Crime". Heis
most often seen as a short, fat man with along nose who wears a monocle, top hat, and morning suit while
carrying his signature umbrella. He also has a cigarette holder in his mouth. The Penguin uses high-tech
umbrellas as different tools. His umbrellas have been used as guns, gas, swords/knives, a mini-helicopter and
many other unconventional tools. The Penguin owns and runs a nightclub called the I ceberg Lounge which
provides a cover for his criminal activity.

Batman sometimes uses the nightclub as a source of criminal underworld information. Unlike most of
Batman's rogues gallery, the Penguin is completely sane and in full control of his actions. According to his
creator Bob Kane, the character was inspired by the advertising mascot of Kool cigarettes in the 1940s; a
penguin with atop hat and cane. However, similarities have been found between Penguin's design and the
appearance of the Dick Tracy character Broadway Bates, who was introduced in 1932. Co-creator Bill Finger
thought that the image of high-society gentlemen in tuxedos was reminiscent of emperor penguins. Hismain
color isusualy purple.

The character has been featured in various media adaptations, including feature films, television series, and
video games. His live-action portrayals include Burgess Meredith in the 1960s Batman television series and
its spin-off film, Danny DeVito in the film Batman Returns, Robin Lord Taylor in the television series
Gotham, and Colin Farrell in the film The Batman and a self-titled spinoff series. Paul Williams, Tom
Kenny, Nolan North, Wayne Knight, Stephen Root, and Elias Toufexis, among others, have voiced Penguin
in animation and video games.
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